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In this talk I will…

• Give a background to my role

• Tell you how I get involved in guidelines in 
UHL

• Discuss how I support guideline 
production

• Suggest useful contacts

• Consider further issues around use of 
guidelines



Background

• Temporary Clinical Librarian post from 
2008-2009

• New focus on role with corporate 
emphasis

• New post created 2009 – Clinical Librarian 
– Standards and Guidelines



Shift to supporting corporate 
needs

• New way of working

• Dealing with non-traditional library users

• Supporting the development and dissemination of local 
guidelines

• Identification of national guidelines and innovations

• Assisting the conduct of clinical audit

• Ensuring the dissemination of externally and internally 
generated guidelines, evidence, research, information, 
and data



Policy & Guideline 
Committee

• Meets once a month

• Assigned a policy or                     
guideline to review in depth

• Gives advice on key words, titling, 
referencing etc.

• Useful to have a non-clinical 
representative present

• Raises profile of the library



Involvement in guidelines

• Finding Vs developing

• Finding:

– New national and international

– Is our practice in line?

– Supporting business cases

– Ensuring our clinical strategies are evidence 
based

– Background for audits – standards needed 

– Horizon scanning - anticipating user needs



Finding guidelines

• Where to search:

– Check for national guidelines
• NICE

• SIGN

• NHS Evidence – use the guidelines filter

• DynaMed – useful for key updates in clinical areas

• Royal Marsden Manual

• Royal Colleges/Associations

• HDAS



Supporting guideline 
production

• Advice to authors on process

• Evidence search
• High level e.g. systematic reviews

• National guidelines 

• Any other NHS trusts with relevant published guidelines

– Advanced Google searching – add site:nhs.uk in the Google 
search box after your terms to search NHS websites only

– Or go into the advanced search page for more options

• LIS Medical



Advanced Google

Add nhs in the 

‘site or domain’ 

box for more 

focussed 

searching



Who to target

• Clinical guideline groups

• Corporate policy groups

• Education leads 

• Audit team



Other considerations

• Is a guideline a MUST DO?

• How reliable are 
guidelines?

– Critical appraisal

• AGREE II Instrument -
http://www.agreetrust.org/res
ource-centre/the-original-
agree-instrument/



Useful article

• Lenzer, J., Hoffman, J.R., Furberg, C.D., Ioannidis, J.P.A. 
Ensuring the integrity of clinical practice guidelines: a tool 
for protecting patients. BMJ. 2013;347. 
http://www.ndph.ox.ac.uk/about/clinical-practice-guidelines-54.pdf



Questions


